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Virginia Tech Exchange Programs Abroad

Preliminary Application for North American Mobility Program 2007

Student ID Number: ______ - ____ - ________

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Local Address:  _________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:  _________________________________________________________

Local Phone:  _______________________  Email:  ____________________________

Semester(s) for which you are applying to study abroad:  
________________________

(eg. Spring 2007, Fall 2007, AY 07)




Class Standing:    
 (  Freshman      (  Sophomore      ( Junior       ( Senior

( Senior +       ( Graduate

Graduation Year:  _________
Official Major(s)/Minor(s): __________________

Cumulative GPA:  _____________

Major GPA:  _______________

Residency:
 (  In State  
 ( Out-of-State


Country of Citizenship (if not US): ___________________________

Financial Aid Status: 
  (  I receive federal financial aid

  (  I do not receive federal financial aid

If you are a person with a disability who may need accommodations to participate in a study abroad program, please contact the Office of International Research, Education, and Development (OIRED) or the Dean of Students Office.

EXCHANGE PROGRAM BENEFITS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

Dear Applicant: 

As an exchange program participant (with a Bilateral Exchange Program or ISEP), you will have the unique opportunity to immerse yourself, academically and culturally, at your host institution abroad (ie.Universidad Autónoma de Baja California, Instituto Tecnológico Agriopecuario de Oaxaca, Nova Scotia Agriculture College, or the Marine Institute of Memorial University of Newfoundland) while paying tuition and fees to your home institution (Virginia Tech.)  Through an exchange program, you will be provided with the same sort of university experience as a student of the host institution.  

It is important for you to realize that at your host institution abroad, you will receive equivalent benefits to those that local students receive, and not identical benefits to those you leave behind at Virginia Tech, though you are paying VT tuition and fees as usual.  Moreover, because higher education is funded differently throughout the world, your exchange benefits will almost certainly not be of an exact monetary equivalent to the benefits you pay for at Virginia Tech.  Please keep in mind that the students coming to Virginia Tech through exchange programs are paying tuition and fees at their own institutions as well, under this same arrangement.  

All students must pay normal tuition and fees to Virginia Tech to participate in exchange programs, regardless of the differences between the benefits they receive at their respective host institutions and those they would have received at Virginia Tech, and whether or not they use them.
***************

Please sign and date here to confirm that you have read and understand the above statement (if under 18 years old, please have a parent or guardian also sign and date below.)  Application is not considered complete without signature. 

_______________________________
______________________________

Student Signature

      Date
Parent/Guardian Signature
    Date







if applicant is under 18 years old

_______________________________
______________________________

Print Name




Print Name

Instructions for the Preliminary Application for the NAMP Program

The following materials must also be submitted with this form to have a complete application:

Statement of Purpose

In a clear, thoughtful essay of 250-500 words, present your objectives for study abroad, as well as your reasoning for wanting to study abroad.  This is an opportunity to indicate your strengths and special interests that may not be evident in other materials you have submitted.  Explain why you are a strong candidate, referring to such items as educational achievements, intellectual and personal interest and career goals, and the relation of study abroad to these.  Avoid stating that study abroad will be “a wonderful experience.”  Be more specific and explain why it will be a wonderful opportunity for you.  Do not include specific references to any one host institution site, i.e. Monash University, etc.

Use plain white paper and type.  Correct grammar usage and avoidance of colloquial phrases will strengthen your essay.  If you are nominated for placement, your essay will also be read by coordinators abroad.

Official Transcript

Submit an official transcript from the Registrar’s Office that includes the most recent grades available before the application deadline.  You must have the transcript sent in a sealed envelope directly to the Department of Horticulture Attn: Dr. Greg Welbaum 

Academic References

You must submit at least one reference.  You may need to provide additional references later if your host institution requests them.  You must provide academic references from professors, instructors, your academic advisor, or graduate assistants.  These individuals should write a letter that assesses your suitability for study abroad.  It will be to your benefit if you can select referents who know you somewhat well and can favorably address your personal character in addition to your academic performance.  It is important that you inform your referent(s) to not refer to a specific exchange program (ISEP or Bilateral) or a specific university.  Letters must be sent in a sealed office copy directly to the Department of Horticulture.  Unsealed reference letters will not be accepted.  Give the referent a copy of the attached Academic Reference Form with instructions for them on writing a reference for you. Instruct your referent to send a sealed copy of the reference letter directly to The Department of Horticulture at the address below.

($300 Application and Processing Fee)

This fee will be posted to your Student Account once all of the application materials are received by the OIRED and you have been selected as an exchange student.

In order to be considered for placement, a complete application must be on file at the OIRED.  A complete application includes:

· Preliminary Application for Bilateral Programs 2007

· Signed Exchange Program Benefits Acknowledgement Form

· Statement of Purpose

· Official Transcript

· Academic References

Refer to the attached instructions for further details.

If you are nominated for placement at an exchange site, you will be required to complete the appropriate application forms for that institution or program.

Complete applications for Spring 2007 are due October 16, 2006.
Complete applications for Fall 2007 are due March 1, 2007.

Signature: ________________________________       Date:  ___________________

Please send completed applications to:

Dr. Greg Welbaum

Department of Horticulture

306 Saunders Hall

Virginia Tech

Blacksburg. VA 24061

Virginia Tech Exchange Programs Abroad

Academic Reference

To the referent:

The applicant named above has given us your name as a person able to provide an evaluation of their qualifications for an exchange program abroad through the Office of International Research, Education, and Development (OIRED).  Since participants directly matriculate into their host institutions abroad and in all cases serve as a representative of their nation and Virginia Tech, we would appreciate your evaluation of the candidate.  Please send a written letter in a sealed envelope directly to the OIRED at the address below.  The letter may be addressed to Search Committee.  In it, please comment specifically on the applicant in terms of the following:

· Academic suitability for study at an institution abroad

· Personal suitability for living abroad

· How participation in an exchange program will be of benefit, both academically and personally

· Strengths and weaknesses

· Any other factors that you believe may affect a successful experience on an exchange program

Please do not refer to a specific type of exchange program or a specific university.  Your letter may be sent to an institution that is not the applicant’s first choice.  The student’s application cannot be processed until references are returned.  Therefore, we would appreciate receiving your response as soon as possible.  Complete applications are due for the Spring 2007 semester on October 16, 2006.  For students applying to study during the Fall 2007 semester, complete applications must be turned in by March 1, 2007.

Please contact the OIRED with any questions or concerns.  Thank you for your assistance.

REMINDER: Please send references directly to:

Dr. Greg Welbaum

Department of Horticulture

306 Saunders Hall

Virginia Tech

Blacksburg. VA 24061

A Land-Grant University–Putting Knowledge to Work

An Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Institution
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